THE SOUDAN                    265

For their first, which resulted in the annihilation 1884.
of Hicks's force, they had been censured by the Feb. 12.
House of Lords, and acquitted by the House of
Commons.     But while the debate in the Lords |ekio.f
was damaging, the majority in the Commons was censure.
small5  and   might   have    disappeared   altogether
if the  Conservatives  had boldly  declared   for   a
Protectorate of Egypt, or put forward an intelli-
gible policy of their own.    On the very day of the
first debate Sinkat fell, and ten days later Tokar
surrendered to  Osman Digna, the ablest of the
Mahdi's lieutenants.    Here there was no massacre,
for the garrison joined the  enemy, as  Egyptian
garrisons were willing enough to  do.     Another
week, and Sir Gerald Graham, who had advanced
with four  thousand men from  Suakixn, defeated
Osman  Digna at El Teb, and again at Tamai, Feb. 29.
though not without considerable losses of his own. Marcl113*
At the same time began the siege of Khartoum,,
and  communication with  Gordon  ceased  in the
month of April.    The Government denied that he
was in any personal danger, and events proved that
they were right.    Then, and long afterwards, he
might have escaped if he had so chosen, but he
did not choose.    He considered himself bound in
honour to those who were with him at Khartoum,
though he met with none of the native assistance he
had expected, and the fulfilment of his task seemed March ie.
hopeless.    Finding that the tribes would not rally Gordon01
to his support, Gordon led out his garrison to drive
away the masses of Arabs who were clustering round
Khartoum.     "His men ran like hares, and were
massacred.    The survivors, the two commanding
officers, were executed for treachery,"l     It was
now apparent that Gordon could do nothing, and
an expedition for his relief began to be discussed.

1 Wingate's MaMiism^ p, 110. Gordon was not himself discouraged
by this incident. 'f I think we are now safe/' he telegraphed on the
23rd of March," and^ as the Nile rises^ we shall account for the rebels."